
How GRA powers Georgia’s innovation economy



#8 in U.S.

3,428

$1 Billion+
2025 IMPACT ON GEORGIA

Outside public-private funding awarded 
to GRA Scholars and their teams

$1 out of every $4 received for research at a GA university 
goes to a GRA Scholar

new workforce opportunities created through 
GRA-supported labs, startup companies

$350 Million Revenue + outside funding flowing  
to GRA-backed startups

Georgia’s ranking in university R&D  
(up from #12 in 2021)



A FEW HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE YEAR
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1 Grand opening of UGA 
Grand Farm
Georgia dignitaries joined 
UGA leadership in opening 
the agriculture research hub. 
Preceding the opening, GRA 
President Tim Denning delivered 
the keynote at the Precision 
Agriculture Summit in Perry, Ga.

2 Presentation to USG 
Board of Regents
GRA Scholar Anumantha 
Kanthasamy shares progress he’s 
making in developing a novel 
treatment for Parkinson’s Disease. 
GRA is investing in his startup, 
Priobiome Therapeutics.

3 Launch of Georgia Solve 
Sickle Cell Initiative
GRA partners and state leaders 
gathered to welcome GRA Eminent 
Scholar Solomon Ofori-Acquah 
(center), who leads the multi-
institutional initiative. Pictured 
here with Dr. Ofori-Acquah: 
Children’s Healthcare President 
& CEO Donna Hyland and former 
state Rep. Calvin Smyre.

4 35th anniversary 
meeting of GRA Trustees
Gov. Brian Kemp and First Lady 
Marty Kemp welcomed GRA 
Trustees to the governor’s mansion 
in September to mark GRA’s 
anniversary year. Among the 
Trustees: Chancellor Sonny Perdue, 
far left, and GDEcD Commissioner 
Pat Wilson, far right.

5 Convening of the  
GRA Academy 
Georgia Chamber President  
Chris Clark (right) joins GRA 
President Tim Denning in a  
fireside chat on the innovation 
economy in Georgia. The event 
brought together Scholars at  
GRA member universities.

Scenes from a year of progress
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Innovation is key to Georgia’s  
future prosperity. 
Because innovation ecosystems power economic growth.

Great research universities are the bedrock of these ecosystems. Which is why GRA works with Georgia’s 
universities and partners across the state to drive more innovation – and deliver inventions to industry 
and products to people.

On the cover: GRA Distinguished Investigator David Bertioli and wife Soroya Leal Bertioli head UGA’s Wild Peanut Lab, 
which improves peanut crops through plant genetics. David led a groundbreaking study that mapped the entire genome of 
the modern, cultivated peanut, sequencing 2.5 billion base pairs of DNA.

STAR TALENT
Recruiting world-
class scientists to  

GA universities 

HIGH-TECH LABS
Adding state-of-

the-art tools for GA 
scientists to share

NEW BUSINESSES
Bringing inventions  

to GA industry  
and people

OUR WORK



GRA is a one-of-a-kind alliance of universities, government, industry and 
philanthropy. Our unified approach consistently generates exponential results — 
and an extraordinary return on investment.

Our vision: Continue growing Georgia’s footprint in university research and 
entrepreneurship … by strategically adding talent, infrastructure and 
commercialization support … to help Georgia grow a powerful and resilient 
innovation economy for the future.

Powering Georgia’s 
Innovation Economy

ALIGNED
with State priorities  

and industries

COLLABORATIVE
to maximize mind 

power and efficiency 

RESOURCEFUL
by finding + using 
leverage to drive  

greater results

VISIT: GRA.org

GRA’S UNIQUE + UNIFIED APPROACH

FOLLOW: LinkedIn

GRA Member Universities


